
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE NINTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

HOLY EUCHARIST WITH BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION 
July 26, 2026 

 
 

Prelude                Carillon, Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)  
         
Please stand as you are able.  
 
Precession Hymn               God of grace and God of glory           Hymnal 594 
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Words:  Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt. reprinted by permission of the author; Music: Cwm Rhondda. John Hughes (1873-1932).; Public Domain 

 
Opening Acclamation 
 
Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
All Glory to God forever and ever. Amen.  
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
All There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
All One God and Father of all. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Bishop May God be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray.  
  
 O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,  
 nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our  
 ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the 

things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
All  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
First Reading             1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
Reader At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 

what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 
And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an  

 understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 
for who can govern this your great people?” 
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It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now 
do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

            
 Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 119:129-136  (spoken together) 

 
All                   129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 

therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 

it gives understanding to the simple. 
 
131 I open my mouth and pant; * 

I long for your commandments. 
 
132 Turn to me in mercy, * 

as you always do to those who love your Name. 
 
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 

and I will keep your commandments. 
 
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 

and teach me your statutes. 
 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 

because people do not keep your law. 
 
Second Reading         Romans 8:26-39 
 
Reader The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches 
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 
 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within 
a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
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also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine,  
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

                
 Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
All children are invited to join the Gospel procession! Take an instrument from the basket and with 
joy & enthusiasm herald the proclamation of the Gospel! 
 
Sequence Hymn                              Seek ye first the kingdom of God                        Hymnal 711 
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Words: Matthew 6:33, 7:7; adapt. by Karen Lafferty, b.1948; Music: Seek Ye First, Irregular; Karen Lafferty, b.1948; © 1972, CCCM Music/Universal Music–
Brentwood Benson Publishing (admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com); Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
722523. All rights reserved 

 
Holy Gospel          Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
                    
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a  
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the  
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Homily                     The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark 
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Procession to the Font                     Take, o take me as I am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words:  John L. Bell (b. 1949); Music:  John L. Bell (b. 1949);  © 1995, The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent; Permission to reprint and stream 
this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved 

 
Presentation of Candidates 
 
The parents and godparents of all baptismal candidates come forward and present the candidates 
for Holy Baptism at the font in the following order: Neward, Tate and Harwood 
 
Bishop The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents (older children) 
 
Godparents I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Bishop Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate I do. 
 
Parents and Godparents  (infant) 
 
Godparents I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Bishop Will you be responsible for seeing that N. is brought up in the Christian  
 faith and life? 
Godparents I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Bishop Will you by your prayers and witness help them to grow into the full  
 stature of Christ? 
Answer I will, with God’s help. 
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Bishop Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that  
 rebel against God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Bishop Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the  
 creatures of God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Bishop Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Bishop  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Bishop Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Bishop  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Bishop  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
  their life in Christ? 
All   We will. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 
 
Baptismal Covenant 
 
Bishop   Do you believe in God the Father? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the  dead. 
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Bishop   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 
Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers? 
All  I will, with God’s help. 
   
Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 

to the Lord? 
All  I will, with God’s help. 
  
Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
All  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
All  I will, with God’s help.  
  
Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  and respect the dignity of 

every human being? 
All  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Prayers for the Candidates 
 
Bishop  Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the sacrament of new birth  
  and for those who have renewed their commitment to Christ .  
 
Intercessor Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Intercessor Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
Intercessor Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Bishop  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 

 live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;  
  who lives and reigns now and forever.   
All  Amen. 
 
Blessing of the Water 
 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Bishop We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 

the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their  
 bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 

of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We 
thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who 
come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 

who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  
All Amen. 
 
The Baptism                    
 
Bishop N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
Bishop N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.  
All Amen. 
 
Bishop Receive the light of Christ, a sign of the new life enkindled  within you. 
 
Bishop Let us pray. 
 
 Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 

upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life 
of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and  

 discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  

All Amen. 
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Bishop Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
All We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ  
 crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal  
 priesthood. 
  
                           
Return from the front and Asperges        We are marching in the light of God 
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Text: South African; Tune Siyahamba, South African; © 1984, Peace of Music Publishing AB, admin. by Walton Music.; Permission to reprint and stream this 
hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
Confirmation of Candidates 
  
Bishop  Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him/her for your  
  service; and sustain him/her all the days of his/her life.  
All  Amen.  
 
Reception of Candidates 
 
Bishop N. We recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,  
 and we receive you into the fellowship of this Communion. God, the Father, Son,  
 and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you.  
All Amen. 
 
Bishop Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your  
 servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge 

and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you 
in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
The Peace 
 
Bishop The peace of Christ be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
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Offertory Anthem            Praise His Holy Name. Keith Hampton 
 
Today’s offering is designated for the Bishop’s Discretionary fund. 
 
Presentation Hymn     I was there to hear your borning cry 

 
Text and tune by John Ylvisaker. copyright © 1985 by John Ylvisaker. Used by permission.; Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved. 

 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION   Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Bishop Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Bishop It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, 
  made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into  
  all truth.  
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 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 
Sanctus    Holy, holy, holy 
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Bishop Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker and of all. 
 
Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
All Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again 
 

Bishop We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,  
we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 
and for ever.  

All Amen. 
 
Bishop As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 
All                 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
     who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
Fraction Anthem   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting: The Glendalough Mass, Liam Lawton © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.; Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-722523. All rights reserved. 

 
Bishop The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
Ushers will guide you to the front of the congregation, where you will have the option to receive 
regular or gluten-free bread.  
 
We offer two options for receiving wine. If you wish to drink directly from the common cup, please 
proceed to the communion ministers holding chalices, directly next to the bread stations. If you 
wish to receive by intinction (dipping the bread into the wine), please proceed to the external 
communion stations, where you will find Eucharistic ministers holding intinction bowls.  
 
Communion Anthem                Come to me, Dan Forrest 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
Postcommunion Prayer  
   
Bishop Let us pray. 
    
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
  
Bishop  Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
All  The maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop  Blessed be the Name of the Lord; 
All  From this time forth for evermore. 
    
Bishop  The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,  
  and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.  
All  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn          We know that Christ is raised and dies no more               Hymnal 296 
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Words:  John Brownlow Geyer (1932-2020)  © 1982, Church Publishing, Inc.; Music:  Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
All  Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude          Marche épiscopale, Louis Vierne (1870-1937)  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We offer a warm welcome to Bishop Paula Clark  
and celebrate the baptism, reception and confirmation of; 

 
Cassidy Ann Neward 
Chase Daniel Neward 

Cara Jaymes Tate 
Annelise Rose Tate 
Piper Jane Harwood 

Remi James Harwood 
Timothy Tucher Harwood 

 
Scott Michael Gauthier 

Morgan Cecelia Gauthier 
Melissa Ann Karnstedt 

Sherry Lynn Moore 
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Help us be a welcoming space 
in our community 
 
We need volunteers to be 
welcomers and supervisors  
of the Open Space. Two-hour 
shifts are available each week.  
 
Everything you need will be 
waiting for you at the front door. 
 
 
We are keeping it safe and simple. Sign up through the weekly email or contact the office 
at office@stlawrencechurch.org for more information. 

 
 
 

Parish Outreach Activity 
The Hope Food Pantry team will be packing bags of  

school supplies for our pantry neighbors after church. 
 

Sunday, August 2 
10:15 - 11:00 AM  

 
Please stay and help if you are able!  
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From Education to Action: Community-wide Immigration Forum 
United Methodist Church of Libertyville 

Saturday, August 8 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Join area community organizations for a community-wide immigration forum. Hear stories from  
immigrants, volunteers, and workers in the field, plus a speaker panel and resource tables to  
deepen understanding. 
 
· Learn immigration facts vs. misconceptions 
· Understand challenges immigrants face 
· Explore the theological grounding of this work 
· Support immigrant neighbors 
 
Hosted by people of faith, the Northern Illinois Conference Commission on Religion and Race Immi-
gration Committee, and the United Methodist Church of Libertyville. Adults and high school youth 
from Lake County and nearby communities are encouraged to attend.  
Read more: Immigration Forum NIC Page 
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